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PROVISIONAL SPECIFICATION. 
Improvements in Sectional Bookcases and the like 


I Fravcis Samven Hewirr Sxccompn of Homeleigh Beecheroft Road in 
the City aud County of Oxford Works Manager do hereby declare the nature 
of this invention to be as follows :— 


Aly invention relates to what are commonly known as sectional bookcases that 
is bookcases that can hold a certain number of books and each of these cases 
ean be used with aud combined with other similar cases placed in juxtaposition 
either horizoutally or vertically or otherwise and other like articles such for 
example as cabinets and its object is to render these sectional bookcases and the 
like more convenient and appropriate in and for such use. i 

To carry out this object 1 make the front face of each of the separate 
sections or parts of this bookcase of plate glass the bottom edge of which is 
polished so that it can slide in a groove formed therefor aloug the lower part 
of this front face and the vertical ends of the plate glass are provided with and 
fitted into narrow brass or other metallic bands which can securely guide the 
glass as if is being slid into position as aforesaid. Mach separate section or 
part of the bookease is secured to ils adjoining section or part whether vertically 
or horizontally by a bolt with a head on one end and a screw thread on the other 
end by which after being passed through the side or through the top or bottom 
of the one section or part it can be screwed into a fixed nut in the next section 
or part duly arranged therefor. The front face of plate glass is most con- 
vemently locked in its closed position by a short brass or other metallic rod 
mounted in suitable eyes or the like in a vertical position on the end of the 
section or part on that side thereof that is nearer to the opening end of the 
plate glass front face in such wise that this rod can turn on its axis in the eyes 
or the like and a finger is secured in position on this rod in such a manner that 
when and as the rod is turned the finger can engage on or in a suitable calch or 
the like on the end of the front face or on the band that as aforesaid is fitted on 
th's end. Another finger or similar appliance is also fitted preferably perhaps 
on the top end of the rod which can in the same manner and at the same time 
come into the path of a bolt actuated by a suitable locking appliance whereby 
it can be locked and the rod prevented from turning and thus the plate glass 
front face of the bookcase cannot be opened until the locking bolt is retired and 
the rod is again free io turn and release the front face. When another book- 
case 1s In conjunction with the aforesaid one and in a vertical direction another 
short metallic rod can be fitted thereto in the same manner and ihe two rods 
can be connected together and can be turned simulianeously by any appropriate 
device such for example as forming a square head on the one part and forming 
a complementary recess in the end of the other part wherein the square head can 
be received. When on the other hand it is uot desired to lock the bookcases in 
a vertical sequence the rods can be mounted horizontally and can be fitted in 
the same manner with similar appliances to lock each front face. 


Daied this 23rd day of February, 1907. 


HART & Co., 
Agents. 
185, Fleet Street, Loudon, H.C. 
[Price 8d.] 
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COMPLETE SPECIFICATION, 
Improvements in Sectional Bookcases and the like. 


1 Fraycis Samert Hewrrr Seccomne of IHomeleigh Beechcroft Road in 
the City and County of Oxford Works Manager do hereby declare the nature 
of this invention and in what manner the same is to be performed, to be par- 
ticularly described and ascertained in and by the following statement; 


My invention relates to what are commonly known as sectional bookcases that 
is bookeases that can hold a certain number of books and each of these cases 
can be used with and can be combined with other similarcases placed in juxta- 
position either horizontally or vertically or otherwise as and in one combined whole 
and also to other like articles such for example as cabinets and its object is to 
render these sectional bookcases and the like more convenient and appropriate 
in and for such use. 

In order the more clearly to explain this my invention and in what manner 
ihe same is to be performed I refer to the accompanying drawing wherein I 
have shewn a sectional bookease as constructed and fitted in accordance with 
my invention. Figure 1 is a front elevation of a bookcase with three separate 
sections or parts placed and secured together vertically Figure 2 is an end 
elevation of the same, Figure 3 is a vertical section thereof taken at a } in 
Figure 1 aud Figure 4 is an horizontal section thereof taken at ¢ d in Figure 1. 

I make a front side or face A for each of the separate sections or parts B 
of the bookcase and I make this front face of plate glass or the like and the 
bottom edge thereof is or may be polished so that it can slide in and along a 
groove formed therefor along the front edge of the bottom or lower -part of this 
section or part B or it can be received in a narrow brass or other metallic band 
or channel D which also can be formed to act in a similar manner and the 
upper edge of this front face A can also be received in and can loosely slide 
in a groove formed therefor along the front edge of the top or upper part of 
this section or part B if desired. The vertical ends of the front face A are 
provided with and fitted into narrow brass or other metallic bands E which will 
securely guide the glass and ensure its being properly slid along into position 
as hereinbefore described. Each separate section or part B of the bookcase 
can be made with any desired dimensions whether in height or breadth or depth 
to hold the desired number of books of the desired sizes but it is perhaps most 

convenient and appropriate that each section or part B should be similar in all 
respects to the other sections or parts B with which it is to be combined and 
used and to which it is to be secured as is hereinafter described. 

Hach separate section or part B of the bookcase is secured to its adjoining 
section or part B whether vertically or horizontally by a bolt F with a head 
on the one end and a screw thread on the other end by which after being passed 
through the side or as in the case shewn in the drawing through the top or 
bottom of the one section or part B it can be screwed into a fixed nut H in the 
next section or part B duly arranged therefor and the head of the bolt F and 
of the nut H are countersunk or made to be flush with the surface of the section 
or part 3 when fixed in their proper positions so as to offer no impediment or 
risk of damage to the placing of the books or the like in each section or part B. 
One or more of such bolis F with their nuts H may be arranged to connect the 
sections or parts B together. 

The front face A of each section or part B is most conveniently locked in its 
closed position by a short brass or other metallic rod K mounted in suitable eyes 
or the like in this case as shewn in the drawing in a vertical position on the end 
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of such section or part B on that side thereof that is nearer to the opening end 
of the front face \ in such wise that this rod KK can turn on its axis in the eyes 
ov the like and a finger L is secured in position on this rod K so formed and in 
such a manner that when and as the rod K is turned the finger L will engage 
on or in a suitable catch or other like appliance or device which is not shewn 
in the drawing as it may be of any usual kind and is fitted on the band FE that 
as is hereinbefore described is applied on this end. Another finger M can also 
he fitted on the one end of the rod K in this case perhaps preferably on the 
iop end thereof which can in the same manner and at the same time come into 
the path of a bolt actuated by a suitable locking appliance N whereby it can 
be held and ‘prevented from turning and thus the glass front A of the case 
cannot be opened until the locking bolt is retired and the rod K is again free 
to turn and release the front face A. 

When as is shewn in the drawing another bookcase is in conjunction with 
that one that is hereinbefore described and in a vertical direction another short 
rod K! can be fitted thereto in the same manner as hereinbefore described and 
the rods IX and K! can be connected together and can be turned simultaneously 
by any usual and appropriate device such for example as forming a square 
head on the one part and forming a complementary recess in the other part 
wherein the square head could be received and in like manner all the other 


sections or parts B can be fitted and can when ‘desired simultaneously be 
opened, 


When on the other hand it is not desired to lock the bookcases in a vertical 
sequence but in an horizontal sequence the rod or rods K can be mounted hori- 
zontally and can be fitted in the same manner with similar appliances and 
devices to lock each front face A. 

I would state that Tam aware that heretofore it has been proposed to fit 
sectional bookeases and the like with separate sliding doors of glass or other 
like material and I do not claim such broadly but what I do claim is the pro- 
vision of separate sliding doors of glass or the like adapted to slide in and before 
each section or part longitudinally and horizontally being euided in such motion 
chiefly by the end pieces consisting of metallic bands. Again [ am aware that 
heretofore it has been proposed to connect the separate sections or parts together 
by serew bolis and as a general rule these bolts have large projecting heads 
and long tails and consequently large apertures have to be made in the sides 
or bottoms and tops of the sections or parts and therefore I do not claim such 
screw bolts but what I do claim is the arrangement by which no large apertures 
are required in the adjacent faces of the several parts but the heads of the 
screw bolts and the nuts into which their tails are screwed are flat and are so 
countersunk that they are flush with their several adjacent surfaces. Further- 
more IT am aware that heretofore it has been proposed to provide rotatable 
metallic rods and other consequential appliances and devices to lock the sliding 
doors and I do not claim such means by themselyes but what I do claim is the 
provision of such means for locking the sliding doors in combination with the 
other arrangements described for fitting the sectional bookcases. 


Having now particularly described and ascertained the nature of my said 


invention and in what manner the same is to be performed T declare that what 
I claim is: 


1. In a sectional bookease or the like the combination with each separate 
tion or part B of a front face A of plate glass or the like adapted to slide 
in and along the front of such section or part B being guided in such motion 
chiefly by the end metallic bands E substantially as hereinbefore described. 

2. In a sectional bookease or the like the combination with each separate 
Section or part B provided with a sliding front face A of glass or the like of 
revoluble bolis I’ which can pass from one section or part B into the next 
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section or part B to secure the same together the head of each bolt I as also 
the nut H into which the tail thereof is screwed being flat and arranged to be 
ane with their several adjacent surfaces substantially as hereinbefore described. 

- In a sectional bookcase or the like the combination with each separate 
section or part B provided with a sliding front face A of glass or the like and 
revoluble bolis F securing the several sections or parts B together of means 
whereby all the front faces A can be locked said means consisting of metallic 
rotating rods K carrying fingers L adapted to engage the front faces A and a 


finger M adapted to engage the bol of a lock N all subst tantially as hereinbefore 
described. 


Dated this 21st day of August, 1907. 
HART & Co., 
Agents 
185, Fleet Street, London, H.C. 


Redhill: Printed for His hinvecey 8s Stationery Olfive, by Love & Malcomson, Ltd.—1908. 
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